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CDA welcomes improvements to drugs access 

The Cancer Drugs Alliance (CDA) welcomes the Federal government’s decision to allow for fast-
tracking access of breakthrough medicines to Australia. 

Co-Chair Professor John Zalcberg said that the Federal government’s commitment to alter Australia’s 
medicine approvals process, including allowing drugs approved by comparable overseas regulators 
to be quickly approved in Australia, is a significant milestone for the treatment of Australian 
patients. 

“Our primary goal at the CDA is to work with government and other stakeholders to improve access 
to the most up-to-date cancer medicines for Australian patients and agree that this recent decision 
will allow many more cancer medicines to be available for patients in a shorter timeframe than 
previously. 

“The CDA has long been an advocate of improving wait times for breakthrough medicines in 
Australia and today’s announcement is a vital step in achieving that goal and we congratulate the 
Health Minister on her commitment today.” 

Professor Zalcberg said the announcement, which is part of the government’s response to the 
Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) review, places Australia in line with its international 
counterparts such as the USA and Europe, for timely access to breakthrough medicines.  

“Australia needs to continue looking at world best-practice and international experiences to address 

access to new cancer medicines to ensure that we continue to provide Australians with the best 

possible health care. 

“While there are still other barriers to cancer drugs access in Australia, today’s announcement is a 

step closer to ensuring that no Australian is disadvantaged relative to other patients in comparable 

nations when it comes to accessing the most up-to-date breakthrough cancer medicines,” Professor 

Zalcberg said. 

-Ends- 

Issued by Kreab on behalf of the Cancer Drugs Alliance. For inquiries please contact Jemima Turner 

on 0423 500 917. 
 
About the Cancer Drugs Alliance 

The Cancer Drugs Alliance is a not-for-profit multi-stakeholder organisation committed to achieving affordable 

and equitable access to medicines for all Australian cancer patients. Membership comprises individuals and 

organisations, including practising oncologists, haematologists, cancer patient support groups and advocacy 

organisations, and pharmaceutical companies currently providing cancer treatments to the Australian 

community. 
 
 
 


